
THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT 

1. The built environment of the town of Exmouth and its constituent villages 

of Littleham and Withycombe is today a varied mix of styles from Georgian 

times up until the present day (Fig 10). There are few examples of earlier 

buildings owing to the ravages of time, the Second World War and 

ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŘŜƳƻƭƛǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŦŜǿ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ǘŜǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨǳƭǘǊŀ-

ƳƻŘŜǊƴΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ!Ǌǘ 5ŜŎƻΩ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ōǳǘ ƛǘǎ ǇǊŜŘŜŎŜǎǎƻǊ Ψ!Ǌǘ bƻǳǾŜŀǳΩ ƛǎ noticeable 

by its absence. 

2. Growth around the three settlement areas of Littleham, Withycombe and 

Exmouth itself, which was centred in medieval times on the area around 

Chapel Street, the Strand and Chapel Hill, was a long time spreading to the 

hinterland oŦ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘŜƴŀƴǘŜŘ ŦŀǊƳƭŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨǿŀǎǘŜΩ ƻŦ ²ƻƻŘōǳǊȅ 

Common, but the combination of a favourable climate and limited access 

to the Continent during the Napoleonic Wars changed all that. Word of 

mouth amongst the gentry of England gave rise to increased awareness of 

the charms of the place, despite the lack of good accommodation. Their 

attendance in increasing numbers spawned the tourist industry for which 

the town is held in high esteem. The stylish properties of the Beacon, 

Louisa and Trefusis Terraces satisfied to some extent this early need and 

hence the Georgian style we still see today. 

3. !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ΨǿŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜΩ 

produced the majority of employment opportunities, together with the 

building trade and brickmaking which came in tandem with the increasing 

numbers of visitors. 

4. With the coming of the railways to the West Country in the 1840s, when 

towns like Dawlish, Teignmouth, Torquay and Paignton were linked to the 

rest of the country, Exmouth, having no rail connection and relying on ill-

sprung coaches running over badly maintained tracks, went into partial 

eclipse. There was also another large contributory factor at that time which 

ŀŘǾŜǊǎŜƭȅ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ 9ȄƳƻǳǘƘΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƛǘƘȅŎƻƳōŜ ǎƛŘŜ ƛƴ 

the mid-19th century the principal land owners, the Hull family, seated at 

Marpool Hall, was in financial crisis and building was therefore moribund. 

On the Littleham side things were no better. Lord John Rolle, who owned 



the freehold of almost the whole of Littleham, died in 1842 when his heir-

at-law, the Hon. Mark Rolle, was only a boy in knickerbockers. Lord John 

Rolle had encouraged the tourist trade by allowing construction of the 

Beacon, Louisa and Trefusis Terraces, the National School (1812) - now the 

Beacon School, Holy Trinity Church (1824), the Plantation (1838) and the 

seawall (1842). The eclipse was almost total as the trustees were very 

limited in their powers to grant building leases until 1861, when the boy 

came of age. 

5. In 1861 the railway at last arrived in Exmouth, Mark Rolle attained his 

majority and Exmouth once more came into the sunlight. However, things 

had changed considerably. The era of the Victorian one-week holiday by 

the seaside had arrived and rail travel was easily affordable. This created a 

need for holiday accommodation, which was met by an explosion of house 

building on the reclaimed land behind the seawall in the area of St 

!ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ ŀƴŘ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ wƻŀŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǊŜǎƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ƭŀƛŘ 

in the late Victorian style of two- and three- storey terraced houses that 

can be seen nationwide. More refined development had already crept 

ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ [ƛǘǘƭŜƘŀƳ ōȅ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ǾŜƴǳŜǎΩ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦƛƴŜ Ǿƛƭƭŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŜȄƛǎǘΦ 

6. During this Victorian period and into the 20th century two of the oldest 

landed estates in Exmouth - Marley and Bystock in the north-east corner 

of Withycombe Parish - ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ муслΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƻƴŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ 

were still run as private fiefdoms and separate villages. Much of the estate 

and infrastructure remains today.  

7. .ȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƭƭ ŦƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ōǊƛŎƪȅŀǊŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ōȅ мууп 

the dockyard was thriving, mainly with imports of coal, timber and apples. 

The fishing industry was also in its heyday. The growing population of 

working residents demanded more housing and shaped the next phase of 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ муфлǎ ōȅ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ƻƭƻƴȅΩ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ 

Constructed wholly with the artisan in mind, hundreds of houses were built 

during this period of 20 years. 

8. Through the early 20th century limited building gradually edged further 

into the countryside along the spine roads towards Hulham and Littleham 

with the first of several council housing estates in Withycombe, but all 

ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǘŀǊŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ мфолΩǎ ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ  

9. The next phase ƛƴ 9ȄƳƻǳǘƘΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎŜŜƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎƻƴŘ 



World War and the later 20th century when Exmouth took on another role 

- that of a commuter town serving Exeter. Large estates followed, catering 

for this need and that of retired persons looking for a good climate and a 

place of character. Further building followed at Halsdon, Rivermead, 

Brixington and beyond, and the large council estates at Littleham resulted. 

These developments did not always reflect great thought for design, the 

environment and infrastructure. Further development in the late 20th 

century swallowed up Denesdene, Bapton and Lovering Farms and 

GoodmoreΩs Farm is soon to follow, while some of the outer edges of the 

Littleham valley are likewise about to be built upon. By the late 20th and 

early 21st century land was being released for business and light industrial 

use, mainly along the eastern part of the Salterton Road, to accommodate 

employment for many of the children of those who came to Exmouth a 

generation or so before. 

10. Socially, in the early times Exmouthians based their entertainment on the 

local hostelries and coaching inns, but towards the end of the Victorian era 

purpose-built facilities began to appear with the Albert Hall in Chapel 

Street, the Imperial Hotel (1869) adding a ballroom in 1883, the Coffee 

Palace, now Fevers nightclub, and the Public Hall (1888), now the cinema 

complex. The Pier Pavilion followed in 1894 and three more cinemas in the 

early 20th century, likewise the Church Hall (1924) and finally the Pavilion 

on the seafront in 1930. An indoor swimming pool and sports centre were 

constructed in the 1980s. Rugby, cricket, football, tennis, archery and 

bowls dominated outdoor sports from the mid-19th century, and with 

additional playing fields and clubs still form the backbone of sporting 

activities today. 

11. /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŀŘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ [ƻǊŘ wƻƭƭŜ ƛƴ мумнΣ ōǳǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ 

schools sprang up for those who could afford them until, in 1871, the Board 

School was established. This was the forerunner of Exeter Road School and 

is now the Library. The Exmouth Grammar School and Secondary Modern 

followed in the 20th century and were combined as Exmouth Community 

College in the 1960s. This college today has the distinction of being one of 

the largest schools in Europe, and is still expanding on its limited sites. 

12. Exmouth, having regard to its rather unique evolution, confined to a 

quadrant bordered by the estuary and the sea on two sides, and having its 

Ǌƻƻǘǎ ŀǎ ŀ Ψ²ŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ tƭŀŎŜΩ ƛƴ DŜƻǊƎƛŀƴΣ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ 9ŘǿŀǊŘƛŀƴ ǘƛƳes, 



deserves exceptionally careful consideration concerning its future 

development. This is borne out by the findings of the recent 

Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire delivered to every household in the 

town in the spring of 2016. 

13. Responses to the initial public consultation identified some areas of the 

ǘƻǿƴ ŀǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ άǘƛǊŜŘέ ƻǊ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ άǎƳŀǊǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǳǇέΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ 

the Magnolia Centre and Rear Service Area as well as Camperdown Creek 

ƛǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά9ƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 9ŎƻƴƻƳȅέ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ  

14. The Masterplan proposals, published in 2010, put forward suggestions for 

environmental enhancement of specific areas of the town. The Masterplan 

is currently being reviewed and it is important that these ideas for 

enhancing parts of our town are retained. They include the following: 

- Marine Way and Imperial Road Car Parks, currently present a less than 

attractive welcome to our town and estuary-side, would benefit greatly from 

the introduction of more trees and soft green surfaces 

- Station Square/Town Centre/Seafront Corridor. The movement of visitors to 

Exmouth between the Station, the Town Centre and the Seafront has 

ǳƴŘƻǳōǘŜŘƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ƳǳŎƘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ άǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘǊŀƴŘΣ 

but other opportunities should be considered, especially the creation of a 

ά{ǘŀǘƛƻƴ {ǉǳŀǊŜέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ aŀǊƛƴŜ ²ŀȅΣ LƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ wƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tŀǊŀŘŜ 

to provide a pleasant public realm with a positive sense of arrival and a 

pedestrian priority environment. A similar approach could be taken, with 

benefit, to provide a pedestrian priority corridor between the Strand, Chapel 

Hill and Madeira Walk 

-  wƻƭƭŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tŀǊŀŘŜΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ 9ȄƳƻǳǘƘΩǎ ōǳǎƛŜǎǘ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ 

outside the Magnolia Centre, yet the needs of motor traffic dominate over 

those of the pedestrian, when it really should be the other way around. 

Improved pedestrianisation, recognising the need for disabled access, would 

do much to enhance the shopping experience. 

-  Windsor Square. The site of the police station and disused law court, 

constructed in a style of architecture totally inappropriate to the rest of 

Windsor Square, bounded by Clarence Road, North Street, Windsor Square 

and Henrietta Place and being within a Conservation Area, is deserving of 

redevelopment in a sympathetic style. Such redevelopment including social 

and affordable housing, community use buildings and public open space would 



be enthusiastically supported. 

Objective: To ensure the conservation and enhancement of buildings which for 

historic or architectural reasons are distinctive parts of the built environment, 

including all present (Fig 9) and future (Figs 10, 11 & 12) Conservation Areas 

and listed buildings.  

Objective: To protect the prominent buildings and residential areas of special 

character (listed below) from inappropriate and/or detrimental alterations and 

to oppose any intrusive development likely to detract from their settings. 

 



 

 

PROMINENT BUILDINGS IN EXMOUTH  

Houses: A La Ronde; Courtlands House; The Barn; Knapps Cross; The Temple; 

St AndrewΩs (former church); .ȅǎǘƻŎƪ 9ǎǘŀǘŜΣ Ψ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜΩ ŀƴŘ [ƻŘƎŜǎΦ 

Farms: Prattshayes; Green Farmhouse; Withycombe Barton; Littleham Tithe 

.ŀǊƴΤ aǳƴŘȅΩǎ CŀǊƳƘƻǳǎŜΦ 

Churches: Christ Church; Holy Trinity; St MargaretΩs; St John in the Wilderness; 

Point in View (Church and Manse); All Saints; Holy Ghost; St John the 

Evangelist; Tower Street Methodist.  

aŀǊƛǘƛƳŜΥ {ƳŜŀǘƻƴΩǎ {Ŝŀ ²ŀƭƭΤ ¢ƘŜ {ŀƛƭ [ƻŦǘΤ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ .ǳƻȅ {ǘƻǊŜΦ 

hǘƘŜǊΥ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ ²ƛƴŘǎΤ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ¢ǳŎƪŜǊΩǎΤ ¢ƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΤ {ǘ .ŜǊƴŀǊŘΩǎ ό¢ƻǿƴ IŀƭƭύΦ 


